
Welcome to our 
Reception 

Curriculum Evening

Wednesday  25th September



C.V.P.S. Reception 
Curriculum Evening

Overview of the EYFS Curriculum

Teaching of phonics

Development of writing skills

Strategies for the teaching of early 
maths

How you can support at home



Prime Areas



Prime Areas – Personal, 

Social & Emotional 

• Communication & 
language

• Self confidence & 
self awareness

• Managing feelings & 
behaviour 



Prime Areas  - Physical 

Development 

• Moving and handling 
• Health and self-care 



Prime Areas  - Communication and Language 

• Listening and 
attention

• Understanding
• Speaking 

Marvellous 
Me bag 



Specific Areas
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The simple view of reading
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The diagram illustrates the four patterns of performance 
which reflect relative differences in the balance of word 
recognition and language comprehension abilities.  

poor word recognition:
good comprehension

Good word recognition:
good comprehension

Poor word recognition:
poor comprehension

Good word recognition:
poor comprehension

Word 
Recognition 

Process



How does it work?
Children will:

 Start by learning the initial sounds (set 1)

 These are taught as ‘pure sounds’ so no shwah !!

 When we teach each sound we use large sound cards and 
there is a story/rhyme that goes with each one. We use a 
lot of repetition!  The children will say the sound, repeat 
words that start with that sound and write the sound. 

 Word time…Learn how to read words by sounding out 
(decoding) and blending (m-a-t =mat). We use ‘Fred’. 

 Progress onto learning set 2 and 3 sounds (digraphs and 
trigraphs)

 Read lots of specially written books featuring all the words 
they have learned  to sound out & blend.  
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Teaching sounds 

In Read Write Inc phonics the individual sounds are called ‘speed sounds’ – because we 
want your child to read them effortlessly. Set 1 sounds are the initial letter sounds. They 
are taught in the following order.

m, a, s, d, t, i, n, p, g, o, c, k, u, b, f, e, l, h, sh, r, j, v, y, w, th, 
z, ch, qu, x, ng, nk

.
m a    s    d    t 1.1 words – sad, dad, mad

i n    p    g    o 1.2 words – and, got, top

c k    u    b   1.3 words – mud, back, lock

f e   l   h   sh 1.4 words – hen, lip, ship

r j    v   y   w   1.5 words – jam, web, wish

th z   ch qu x   ng   nk 1.6 words – thin, bang, quiz

1.7 words – dress, thing, 

wink, well, bell, 



Word time ..
 We teach word time once the children 

have learnt the first 5 sounds

 We use Fred to help the children to 
learn to read 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=F1fN
kfK-DSE

Fred can only talk in sounds...

(Fred can only say c_a_t, he can’t say cat)

We call this Fred Talk
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Letter Formation
 As children learn each letter sound, they also learn how to 

form the letter.  They practise writing letters in the air, on 
each others backs, on paper, on whiteboards and using the 
interactive whiteboard.

 Introduction of ‘get ready stroke’.

 Holding the pencil correctly – Frog on a log!!

 Children practise letters at home using Read, Write Inc. 
materials. 



Set 2 & 3 sounds …
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2012 - 85% Pass rate – Year group had 1 year on the 
RWI programme (National average 58%)

2013 – 91.5% pass rate – Year group had 2 years on 
the RWI programme (National average 69%)

2014 –90% pass rate

2015 – 91% pass rate

2016 – 93% pass rate 

2017 – 89% pass rate

2018 – 90% pass rate 

2019  - 83% pass rate 

Screening Pass Rates



National Literacy Trust findings

 Children who are read to every day at the age of 3 have a 
vocabulary at age 5 which is nearly 2 months advanced than 
those who are not. (Washbrook & Waldfogel)

 Studies show that children who are read aloud to are more 
likely to do better in school both academically and socially.

 Golden Rule – you are never too old for a picture book, you are 
never too young for a story!

Reading Books

 Reading books will be sent home the first 
week after half term.

http://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http://www.computerclipart.com/computer_clipart_images/a_smiling_pencil_writing_and_waving_0521-1004-3015-2942_SMU.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.computerclipart.com/computer_clipart_images/a_smiling_pencil_writing_and_waving_0521-1004-3015-2942.html&usg=__bSa5XfmN8koW5zihnHPYGxFznZE=&h=300&w=292&sz=24&hl=en&start=41&sig2=awKltA8oMN8OAPmqdPLBdA&zoom=1&itbs=1&tbnid=rZWFj10jn23rVM:&tbnh=116&tbnw=113&prev=/search?q=writing+clipart&start=36&hl=en&safe=active&sa=N&gbv=2&ndsp=18&biw=1419&bih=698&tbm=isch&ei=N9C3TZOiEIah8QOQ8dAl
http://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http://school.discovery.com/clipart/images/pencil_color.gif&imgrefurl=http://movies-griffithbuckminsterrandall.blogspot.com/2011/03/pencil-writing-clipart.html&usg=__tbxfaPmjOMaxNKQcUDhJ2x0rVuI=&h=487&w=550&sz=17&hl=en&start=13&sig2=U_enCIL3NsFPSBem4iSBQw&zoom=1&itbs=1&tbnid=fu28OiD64xgANM:&tbnh=118&tbnw=133&prev=/search?q=writing+clipart&hl=en&safe=active&biw=1419&bih=696&gbv=2&tbm=isch&ei=DdC3TcivAsSy8QPinOEm


Specific area - Literacy

Reading 

Writing
Where we aim for children to be:
Reading:
Children are able to read and understand simple sentences.
They use phonic knowledge to decode regular words.
They read some common irregular words (the, to, of)
They demonstrate understanding when talking about what they have read.
Writing:
Children use their phonic knowledge to write words that match spoken sounds.
Children write some irregular common words (red words, e.g. the, you, of).
Children write in simple sentences which can be read.
Some words spelt correctly and others are phonetically plausible (e.g. brij)



Developing Writing in 
Reception

Finger gym activities help develop strong, flexible 
fingers and hands and promotes better hand-eye 
co-ordination to prepare children for writing. 



Stages of Writing
 Mark making

 Forming letters

 Sounding out words

 Building sentences



How do we teach and develop 
writing in Reception?

 Teaching the formation of letters systematically 
through the Read Write Inc scheme.

 Focus writing 1:1 or with a small group.

 Modelling writing when writing notes, 
completing registers, making lists, completing 
forms, writing labels, directions, captions  for 
displays etc.

 Regular shared writing (adult scribing with input 
and ideas from children)



Experiences of writing in the 
Classroom



How to help your child at home

 Sound sheets 

 Bug club

 Reading books

 Contact books

 Encouraging writing for different purposes

 Playing games e.g. I spy, rhyming, alphabet hunt, 
twenty questions

 Encouragement and plenty of praise!!!



Specific Area: Maths

Numbers

• Recognising numbers

• Counting reliably

• Counting strategies

• Estimating and checking

• Totals of 2 group (addition)

• Simple subtraction

• Ordering numbers

• One more/one less

• Doubling/halving

Where we aim for children to be:
Children count reliably with numbers from one to 
20, place them in order and say which number is 
one more or one less than a given number. Using 
quantities and objects, they add and subtract 
two single-digit numbers and count on or back 
to find the answer. They solve problems, 
including doubling, halving and sharing.



Specific Area: Maths

Shape, Space and Measure

• 2D/3D shapes

• Positional language (e.g. behind, next to)

• Ordering by length, weight, size

• Creating patterns and models using shapes

• Using language related to size, time, money

Where we aim for children to be:
Children use everyday language to talk about size, 
weight, capacity, position, distance, time and money 
to compare quantities and objects and to solve 
problems. They recognise, create and describe 
patterns. They explore characteristics of everyday 
objects and shapes and use mathematical language to 
describe them.



How do we teach Maths in Reception at 
CVPS? 

• Carpet session each day linked to maths, lots 

of ‘my turn your turn’ with repetition 

• Table top activities

• Outdoor area practical games or activities

• Focus tasks (1:1 or small group)

• Maths groups to support and enhance 

learning 

‘I hear and I forget. I see and I 

remember. I do and I understand.’ 



….

• At CVPS we follow what we call a ‘mastery approach’
• All children take part in stimulating sessions that will include 

practical resources, visual representations and problem solving
• The idea is to ‘deepen’ understanding through a range of 

problems.
• Rather than racing the children onto the next concept, we 

deepen understanding by exploring numbers in more detail. 
• This, for example, could be spending a few sessions on the 

number 5, looking at different ways we can make 5, looking at 
how it is an odd number, what double 5 is etc…

• This concept fits in with the practical nature of our early years 
setting. 

• Children are encouraged to persevere and see that mistakes help 
us to learn! 



How can you help at home?



https://www.activelearnprimary.co.uk/resour
ces#bugclub

Home ‘WOW’ moments…

1. Marvellous Me 2.Bears 3.Autumn 

4.Light and dark 5.Fairy Tales 6.Winter 

Wonderland

Topics we will cover in the Autumn 
term…



We hope you have 
found this evening 

useful. 


