Should we pay for

plastic bags?

People should pay for the plastic bags they use for their shopping.
According to experts from Clean Up Australia, Australians use over
six billion plastic bags a year and many of these are used for carrying
shopping home from supermarkets. Making people pay for these
plastic bags would encourage them to use reusable bags.

Some plastic bags can last in the environment for up to 1000 years
before they disintegrate (break down). Plastic bags are harmful to wildlife
as they can kill animals, especially in the ocean.

Also, when plastic bags are made, dangerous gases are released that
pollute the atmosphere. If we use fewer plastic bags there would be
less air pollution, as well as less land and water pollution.

We need to reduce the number of plastic bags in the environment.
Making people pay will help to stop them using plastic bags and
force them to use reusable bags for their shopping!

Plastic bags such as this are causing
huge problems in our oceans.
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Recycling - It's not easy being green.

\
Reduce, reuse, and recycle. Everyday we are told that we need to take more care of our environment.
But it's not that easy being green — or is it?
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Over the past few years, local councils have tried to make it easier for people to be green. They provide
different coloured bins so residents know where to put their rubbish. Added to these coloured bins are
pictures on the bins showing what is allowed and what is not. These steps make it simple for people to
Jd recycle most of their household waste and help protect our environment.
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But on the other hand, some people find the idea of recycling takes too much of their time. They can't be

4 bothered to sort their rubbish, and would rather just send it all to our ever growing tips and dumps. They
don't stop to think about what will happen 10, 20 or 30 years down the track when these places are full.

Other narrow minded people believe that one person can't make a difference. Well they're wrong. Every
itern that is recycled is a bonus for our environment as we learn to use our resources in a more efficient

41 way so that they last for years to come.
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\
Recycling is not that hard when you think about it. Almost everything we use can be recycled, from paper

to glass to plastic. It makes sense to do everything we can to help protect our environment for the future.
Green is the very best colour of all!
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