
Vipers (Instructions for Parents) 
 

Reading VIPERS is our way of supporting children with their reading comprehension 

skills. If we ensure that children are competent in all of these reading skills, we are 

covering all of the National Curriculum requirements and enabling them to be 

strong, confident readers. This acronym is just a great way of helping children and 

parents to remember what these vital skills are.  

 

Question Openers 

VIPERS can be used on any text that a child is 

reading, as well as on pictures, picture books and 

films! When any adult is listening to a child read, all 

they have to do is think of questions about the 

book/picture/film that cover all of the VIPERS, and 

there are great examples below of how you can 

create your own questions using the following 

question openers: 

.   

 

 

 

 

 

  



Vipers- The Great Barrier Reef 
Read through the text below with your child. There may be some tricky words 

that the struggle with and need your help. Once your child has understood the 

text, there are some questions to be answered either on the sheet or in their 

exercise book which uses their “Vipers” skills. When answering the questions, 

encourage your child to write in full sentences e.g. The Great Barrier Reef is 

in…  



Vipers- The Great Barrier Reef 

 

1. In which country is the Great Barrier Reef?  

 

___________________________________________________ 

 

 

2. In which sea is the Great Barrier Reef?  

 

___________________________________________________ 

 

 

3. List four animals that live in the Great Barrier Reef. 

 

___________________________________________________ 

 

___________________________________________________ 

 

 

4. Predict what you think may happen to the coral in the 

Great  Barrier Reef.  

 

___________________________________________________ 

 

___________________________________________________ 

 

___________________________________________________ 

 

 

5. Explain what the owners of the Great Barrier Reef 

use it for. 

 

___________________________________________________ 



 

 

___________________________________________________ 

 

 

6. Describe an interesting fact from the text about the Great 

Barrier Reef. 

 

 

___________________________________________________ 

 

___________________________________________________ 

 

___________________________________________________ 

 

 

7. Draw a picture of what you think the Great Barrier Reef looks 

like. 


