
YEAR 3 - WEEK 8

DISCOVERY AND 
FOUNDATION SUBJECTS

Click on the lesson you would like to complete today!

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday



MONDAY- HISTORY

Maya Civilisation

In this lesson, we will learn where and when the Maya people 
lived. We will find out what they were like and what they 

invented. 

• Click here for the lesson video

• Go to the next slide to start learning!

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zq6svcw/articles/zqv6msg




Source: Map data@ 2014 Google, INEGI



THE LOCATION OF THE MAYA

Today, the area the Maya used to live in

spreads over 5 countries: Mexico (southern

Mexico and the Yucatan Peninsula), Belize,

Guatemala, a small area of west Honduras

and the very north of El Salvador.









MAYA PEOPLE

The ancient Maya people were quite a

sophisticated bunch! They developed a

writing and number system; studied and

charted the stars and planets; invented

three complex calendars to keep track of

time; built impressive temples, palaces,

monuments and cities; skilfully farmed the

land and established a complex political

system.

The ancient Maya were a clever, deeply

religious people who valued intelligence

and learning. This helps to explain how and

why they were able to develop a complex,

thriving civilisation which began over 2000

years ago.





Introduction to the Maya Civilisation - Activity

1. When and where did they live?

_____________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________

2. Describe what the Maya people were like.

_____________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________

3. Explain what was invented by them.

_____________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________



TUESDAY- HISTORY

Today we are going to be learning about the ancient Maya number 

system.

Go to the next slide to find out more!

= 0

= 1

= 5



THE MAYA AND NUMBERS

The Maya had a good understanding of numbers and they developed a complex 

number and counting system which was advanced for their time.

They were one of only two cultures in the world to develop the concept of zero and 

this allowed them to develop a place value system where a zero could act as a place 

holder in large numbers. 

This enabled the Maya people to distinguish between numbers like 23 and 203, where 

the placement of the zero determines the value of the digit 2 as 200. 

The Maya people used symbols to represent their numbers. Let’s have a look at how 

it worked.



NUMBER SYMBOLS

These are thought to represent items that the Maya people might have first used to 

count with such as pebbles, sticks and shells.

The Maya people used just three symbols in their number system.

= 0

= 1

= 5



MAYA NUMBERS



ACTIVITY 
SHELLS, STICKS AND PEBBLES

What numbers do these symbols

represent?
= 0

= 1

= 5

Can you make these numbers using shells, sticks and pebbles? 

If not, practise writing numbers 0-19 using the ancient Maya number 

system.
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The Ancient Maya Number System

Use the ancient Maya number system to 

help you solve these calculations. Try 

writing the number sentence to help you. 

Challenge Activity



WEDNESDAY- FRENCH
Bonjour! Hello!

This week we will be learning how to say the 

12 months of the year.

TASK: Draw out a table like the one below. Write out the months of the year in English then watch the video 
below. Once you are feeling confident, pause the video and see what months you can remember by completing 

the French column of your table. 

Watch the video again to check you answers. Fill in any gaps and correct any spelling mistakes with a green pen 
or pencil.

Click here to watch the video. 

Months in English Months in French

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7_u2SigckNQ


GAME

Snake & ladders

Print this sheet to make your 

own dice and counters or use 

some you have at home. The 

board game and rules are on the 

following slide. 







THURSDAY - MUSIC

Click here to access Yumu for today’s music lesson. Each 

of you have an individual log in. If you do not have your 

log in details, please email your class teacher. 

https://www.croydonmusicandarts-soundworks.co.uk/yumu


FRIDAY - ART
Welcome to lesson 5 of Art Club with Olaf Falafel! Your self portraits looked great! 
Keep up the hard work 

Below are some of the main resources you will need for today’s lesson:

• A4 paper

• Pen or pencil

• Colouring pencils or felt tips

• Old magazines, food packaging, anything that will make a really weird collage 
really, paper, pens, paint scissors and glue

For more information on the resources you may need, please check in the 
description underneath the video. 

Click here to watch Episode 5 of Art Club with Olaf Falafel. Enjoy!

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mEGiUYzOXeQ


Well done for all your hard work this 
week.

Don’t forget to send your work to 
your class teacher – we love hearing 
from you! Have a lovely weekend 


