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 End of the Term! 
As we come to the end of a very challenging and unique year 
in school, I want to thank you all for your support, patience 
and flexibility. It has certainly been a very interesting term in 
which to begin my career as a head; I can honestly say that I 
am so grateful for our wonderful school community and the 
way everyone has come together.   
The children have been amazing this term and shown great 
resilience with the changes to their day and the catch up that 
has been put into place. I am extremely proud of each and 
every one of them. All that remains is for me to wish all of 
our families and staff a very Merry Christmas and a healthy 
and Happy New Year. See you in 2021! 

 

Celebration 
 

Throughout the school, we value and 
celebrate the work and achievements of all 
of our children, encouraging them to 
continually strive to ‘Be the Best they Can 
Be.’  
 

Kindness 
Award 
Congratulations 
to Eliza in 4H, 
who received the 
‘Kindness Award’ 
for tidying up 
fallen Christmas 
decorations by 
the front office. 
No prompt was 
given, Eliza just 
noticed some had 
fallen down! Thank you for helping 
keep our school tidy and looking festive. 
 

 
 

 B Badge Awards 
 B Badge for demonstrating our ‘Chipstead Valley Values’ 

and being the ‘Best they can be’! Here is a list of this 
month’s amazing learners: 
 

 
 
 
 

 



 

 

End of Term Awards 
At the end of each term, we recognize and 
reward pupils across the school for their hard 
work and celebrate them in our end of term 
assembly. We would like to congratulate the 
following children for their consistently positive 
approach to their learning, being outstanding 
role models and promoting all of our Chipstead 
Valley Values. Well done everyone! 
In the Spring term, we will be reviewing our 
awards, so that we can celebrate children in 
Years 3, 4 and 5 across the school. 
 
Autumn Term Award Winners 
 
Reception: 
Overall Effort: Luke T 
Friendship: Antonino 
Manners: Luke R 
Reading: Aoife 
Writing: Devanshi 
Maths: Jocelyn 
 

Treehouse: 
Overall Effort: Samuel 
Writing: Myles 
 

 
 
Congratulations to everyone! 
 

Year 1: 
Overall Effort: Darcie 
Friendship: Henry 
Manners: Raaina 
Reading: Jenson 
Writing: Rose 
Maths: Cole 
 

 
 
Year 2:  
Overall Effort: Kaeden 
Friendship: Truly 
Manners: Arthur 
Reading: Theo 
Writing: Ebba 
Maths: Heidi 
 
 

Year 6: 
Charlotte Wicker Award: Sophie S  
Charlotte Wicker runner up: Maisie  
Charlotte Wicker runner up: Hayden  
Writing: Samuel D 
Mathematics: Ella  
Music: Rhianna  
Sport: Sophia P 
Science: Samuel W 
Reading: George T 
Friendship Award: Max  
Computing: Sofia H 
Art: Celina 

 
Cross Country Success! 

 
This term selected children from Year 3 and Year 6 took part in a cross-country 
competition at Lloyd’s Park. All the children did spectacularly well and showed 
great resilience, determination and perseverance. We are very proud to 
announce how well the school did against all the other schools that took part:  
The Year 3 boys team came 1st 

The Year 3 girls team came 2nd 
The Year 6 girls team came 2nd 
A special mention also goes to the following 
individuals: 
Delilah took 1st place in the Year 3 girls age group. 
Maya took 1st place in the Year 6 age group. 
The whole school is incredibly proud of all the 
children who took part and their achievements. 
Well Done!  
 
 



 

This month, pupils in Reception have been working on different movement patterns and learning about 
spatial awareness. KS1 pupils have been working on their sports ABC’s (Agility, Balance & Co-ordination). 
While KS2 have been taking part in indoor athletics (outside) including running, jumping and throwing 
events in their house teams. 
                 

 
Christmas Carol Concert 
 

Many families and ex-pupils remember our Christmas concerts with fondness and it’s certainly one of the 
highlights of our year. Although we’ve been unable to attend the church this December and perform to 
you all, we’ve not let this dampen our spirits.  
Mr Vinten put together a modified concert, which pupils rehearsed and filmed outside in recent weeks 
(combatting all weather conditions, including thick fog!) to ensure we have a performance to share with 
you. We would like thank all our staff and pupils who have worked hard to put this together.  
Please see below the passwords for our concerts. Our videos are password protected 
and the links will expire on January 1st 2021. The links will be included in a separate 
email.  

 
KS1 password: Blitzen2020 
KS2 password: Donner2020  

 
 

 
Houses and Captains 
 
As many of you know, we ran a competition this term to rename the House 
Teams. We were blown away by the amount of entries not to mention the 
amount of people who took the time to vote. 
We announced the result in the End of Term assembly today. 
The winning names are as follows: 
 
Water 
Fire 
Air  
Earth 
 
Unfortunately, we cannot name one sole winner of this competition as this suggestion came from a 
number of children across the school, but well done to all those who suggested it! 
 
We also have the great pleasure of announcing the new House Captains. All children in Year 6 were given 
the opportunity to put themselves forward for this role and they were asked to write a personal 
statement, as to why they would be suitable for the role. The chosen children are very excited about their 
new role and all the staff at Chipstead Valley would like to congratulate them.  
 
Air -       Harry S 
Water -  Sophie S 
Fire -     Annam T 
Earth -  Tamzyn L 
 



 

Our House Captains will assume their role for one term. We were highly impressed with the quality of 
applications and will choose new captains for the summer term. Current applications will be kept on file 
and considered and we of course also welcome more applications from Year 6 pupils for the next term.  

 
 
EYFS Update  
 
Nursery 
During December, Nursery have had a sparkle-tastic time and have 
been very busy carrying out a variety of seasonal craft activities. We 
have made glitter hats, Christmas wreaths, tree decorations and 
festive cards for our families. 
We have also been working very hard learning Christmas songs with 
actions. This has been filmed for the parents to watch the virtual 
performance as we don’t want anyone to miss out on the wonderful 
singing from all of the Nursery children. 

 
 

To find out more about why 
we celebrate, we listened to 
the story of The First 
Christmas and have engaged 
in various different Nativity themed activities. This included 
creating our own theatre puppet show and enjoying the Nativity 
scene sensory tray and an imaginary snow filled dinosaur land.  

 
The storyline even developed into the children’s own independent 

play with the newborn dolls being placed on a bed of straw in a 
makeshift manger. 
Nursery would like to wish everyone a restful Christmas and a very 
happy 2021. See you in January ready for our next topic – Space! 

  
 

 
 
 
 

 



 

 
Reception 
 
Winter Wonderland 
We have had a fantastic experience learning all about the topic of Winter 
Wonderland. We have been learning about the story of Christmas as well 
as finding out about the customs involved with the festival of Hannukah. 
Whilst we were all isolating we have been really impressed with the 
standard of work that has been uploaded from parents onto Tapestry. 
Many thanks for your engagement with this exciting new resource! 
The children have been very excited to use our new climbing apparatus 
that has appeared in our outdoor area. Watch this space for further 
improvements to come!! Finally, we would like to take this opportunity to 
wish all our parents a very Merry Christmas and a safe and prosperous 
new year! 
 

 

 

 
 

Treehouse Update  

Winter Wonderland 
It has been a very busy month in Treehouse class! 
The children have really enjoyed the story “One 
Snowy Night” this month. They learned the 
different parts of the story and used the story log 
slices to do some amazing phonics! 
Over the last two weeks, the children have been so 
creative! They have made fluffy snowmen, stained 
glass baubles and bells, Christmas cards and salt 
dough tree decorations which will be coming home 
with them this week. 
After the Christmas break our new topic will be “Up up 
and away!”.  
 

 
 



 

Key Stage 1 Update 
 
Year 1 
 
In Year 1 the children have been carrying out maths investigations 
and other activities linked to Christmas. Our favourite day was our 
trip to Chesco’s; our ‘in-school supermarket’ managed by Mr 
Chapman where we purchased all the ingredients we needed to 
make salt dough decorations!  

 

     
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
Year 2 
 
In December, we carried out a maths investigation, which was linked to 
Christmas. The children had to work out the best route to take to 
complete the 3x3 grid. In English, we started to look at poetry and the 
children wrote their own creative poems using a variety of vocabulary 
and expanded noun phrases.  We then went on to write our own 
Christmas acrostic poems. In Spanish, we learnt how to say and spell 
the different colours and in Discovery enjoyed making our own Tudor 
houses. The children enjoyed 
the festive activities we had 
during the last week 
including the pantomime 
and class parties. 
 

 
 

 
 
 



 

Key Stage 2 Update 
 
Year 3 
In Year 3 we have been enjoying the build up towards Christmas with lots of 
different activities.  
In English, we have been looking at winter poetry and the children have 
written their own poems based on ‘Twas the Night Before Christmas’. They 
were able to include a range of different features including similes and 
metaphors. The children enjoyed performing to their classes concentrating 
on tone and performance.  
In maths, we have continued with multiplication and division and we carried 
out a maths investigation which challenged the children. They had to rely on 
their investigative skills whilst working in a group. 
During this half term, we have been looking at light and investigating 
how shadows change. Children took part in a group activity and displayed 
their findings in a bar graph. 
The children have continued to enjoy Spanish and have created their own 
reindeer bookmarks and Christmas cards. They have also learnt how to 
count up to 10 and the days of the week. In RE we have focused on the 
story of Jesus and the children rewrote the 
story in their own words.   

                                

                                                             
               

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
Year 4   

 
In English, we have been continuing with our work on Narnia. We created super 
travel brochures to convince customers to travel to Narnia on holiday. During this 
month, we have also focused on character description where we 
wrote about Aslan, Mr. Tumnus and our own imaginary woodland 
creature. 
 
Within our maths learning, we have 
been focusing on measure. We have 
taken part in lots of practical and 
outdoor learning to make sure our 
measuring is accurate. We have 
continued to practice our times tables 
each week too! 



 

 
In Science, we have started our “sound” topic. We have created a 
glossary and labelled the features of an ear. To extend our 
understanding of sound, we took part in an investigation to develop 
our knowledge of vibrations.  
 
Within RE, we have begun to learn about 
Judaism and their beliefs. We have also 
discussed what authority means to different 
religions and us.  
 
In our Spanish lessons we 
have continued with our 
work on animals. We are 

also beginning to link our knowledge of numbers, colours and 
animals together to write simple sentences… muy bien! 
 
 

 
Year 5 
Year 5 have been working on their Global Scholars digital project, creating e-books to share with their 
international peers. The purpose of the e-book was to share an action project that the pupils/school has 
recently undertaken to make sustainable choices and reduce waste. Naturally, our pupils chose to report 
on the packaging used for school lunches. Initially, we used Styrofoam (polystyrene) containers and 
plastic cutlery to serve lunches in the classrooms. However, the school recently made the switch to 
reusable containers and cutlery that can be cleaned after each use. Not only are we reducing waste, but 
Year 5 pupils agree the lunches taste much better when served this way! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

In maths, we have been learning written methods for 
multiplication and division. Last week, we investigated a 
winter maths problem involving square numbers and using 
algebra to create a rule.  
 
In English, we have 
been reading Oliver 
Twist by Charles 
Dickens and have 
been writing a 
range of texts, both 
descriptive pieces 
and writing in the 
role of Oliver.  

 
We’ve continued to learn about Sikhism in RE this month, and 
have been learning about the 5Ks. These are the symbols that 
Sikhs wear; the Kara, Kachera, Kirpan, Khalsa, Kesh and Kanga.   

 
 

Year 6 
 
This month, the children learnt about the circulatory and 
digestive systems and created their own investigations 
into their heart rates. This required them to hypothesise 
which activity would increase their heart rate the most 
and then gather data by carrying out a set of exercises. 
The data allowed them to come up with a conclusion for 
their findings followed by an evaluation of the experiment 
as a whole. 
 
Having spent a week completing past SATS papers, the 
children wasted little time in getting into the festive spirit 
and decorating the classrooms and taking part in some 
seasonal activities.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 



 

Vision 2023 
 
Thank you to everyone who has added ideas to the Padlet for our Vision 2023. We have had some lovely 
suggestions and ideas that SLT are working their way through. For anyone who still has ideas, you can 
either add them to the Padlet (see link below) or email the school office with the subject ‘Vision 2023’.  
 
Vision 2023 Padlet link: Click here to access our Vision 2023 Padlet  
 
 

Percy’s Homeless Hub  
 
This festive season, CVPS staff supported an event to help homeless people in our local area by donating 
items to create rucksacks filled with essentials. We would like to thank our staff, who generously donated 
to Jack Percival, founder of “Percy’s Homeless Hub”. This hub is committed to helping people in Croydon 
and the surrounding area. 
 
On Thursday 10th and Friday 11th December, a team of volunteers helped make 100 rucksacks containing 
items such as thermal socks, gloves, hats, hand warmers, cans of drink, protein shakes, chocolate bars, 
first aid packs and hygiene packs including mouthwash, toothpaste, deodorant and hand sanitiser to name 
a few. Brand new sleeping bags were also supplied to those in need. On Friday 11th December, Jack 
organised his first ‘venue’ event, inviting anyone in need or homeless to visit Plan B in Croydon during the 
evening for free food, drink, sleeping bags and rucksacks. The event was 
a success, with 60 rucksacks given out that evening and the remaining 
40 will be distributed over the coming weeks.  
 
This year’s donations far exceeded last years. Next year he is hoping to 
gain charitable status to continue his “hub” and hopefully expand, 
thereby helping even more of those in need. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://padlet.com/rcherot2_306/prlup317me0oqu9y


 

 
Communication during the Christmas Holidays 
 
Please be reminded of the following information and keep to hand: 
 

• If after the end of term, your child develops any of the main COVID symptoms (persistent cough, 
high temperature or loss of taste and/or smell) and has a positive test within 48 hours of being in 
school (anytime prior to the end of the day on Sunday 20th December), you must inform the 
school by emailing safeguarding@chipstead.croydon.sch.uk 

• We will monitor this email address for any possible confirmed cases, up until Christmas Eve.   
• The school will then work to identify close contacts and advise self-isolation, if the individual has 

been infectious whilst in school.  
• PLEASE DO NOT EMAIL OR CALL THE SCHOOL OFFICE. The office email address and phones will 

not be manned or checked during the school holidays. 
• Due to the fact that home test results take much longer to come back, please try to only book a 

test at a test centre, as the delay in results means that any child who has been potentially exposed 
within a class will not know about having to self-isolate in the run up to Christmas and the 
potential spread in families could be much greater. Test centre results are generally coming back 
within 24-48 hours. 

 

Twitter 

As always, you can follow us on Twitter! @ChipsteadPri 
We also have a new account for our Connecting Classrooms project with Nepal: @WasteUnited 

 
Upcoming Dates 

 
 
 
 

Mrs Rackham’s Book     
Quote of the month: 

 
 

‘But I heard 
him exclaim, 
‘ere he drove 
out of sight, 
“Happy 
Christmas to 
all, and to all a 
goodnight!”’ 

 
            

 
 

  

Date Event Additional 
Information 

04.01.21 INSET 
DAY  

School closed 

05.01.21 First day 
of term 

If your child usually 
has PE on Tuesdays, 
please remember to 
wear PE kit. 

15.02.21 – 
19.01.21 

Half 
Term 

N/A 

mailto:safeguarding@chipstead.croydon.sch.uk


  


