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 All Different, All Equal, All 
Special 

As we come to the end of the second national lockdown as a 
country, I would like to thank you for your understanding and 
support over the past month. It is always hugely appreciated 
by staff and never more so than now. Learning excitement 
continues at Chipstead Valley and has certainly not locked 
down! We have been celebrating diversity this month as well 
as spending time outdoors enjoying the autumn season. We 
have also remembered those who have given so much for us 
in the past, as well as more recently, and have shown our 
thanks and appreciation. I hope you enjoy November’s 
newsletter. 

 

Celebration 
 

Throughout the school, we value 
and celebrate the work and 
achievements of all of our children, 
encouraging them to continually 
strive to ‘Be the Best they Can Be.’  
 

Kindness Award 
Congratulations 
to Eliza in 3B, 
who received 
the ‘Kindness 
Award’ for 
showing great 
kindness, 
maturity and 
patience with 
another child. Well 
done, Eliza. 
Congratulations as well, to Hannah 
in Nursery, who has received the 
award for her continuous kindness 
to her peers, especially if they are 
sad or fall over. Well done, 
Hannah.  

 B Badge Awards 
 B Badge for demonstrating our ‘Chipstead Valley Values’ and being the 

‘Best they can be’! Here is a list of this month’s amazing learners: 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 



 

  

Music 
 
We know that all our families, children and staff are going to miss our Christmas Concert at the church 
this year, but we are hoping to put together a video of the children singing some Christmas songs at 
school. Although we'll need to rehearse and record in a socially distanced, safe way and sing outdoors, we 
are keen to find some way to celebrate Christmas in a musical way. Please practice at home with your 
child. All the lyrics and music are available on the Charanga website https://charanga.com/site/ - the login 
was sent home with distance learning books last half term.  
 
In other music news, Year 6 have begun composing Christmas songs while Years 5 and 4 have been 
learning all about music notation. Year 3 have been brushing up on their rhythm reading skills and Year 2 
have been learning about pitch. Year 1's focus at the moment is on reading and writing simple rhythms - 
some of our pupils can even write their names in rhythm! 
                 

Poppy Appeal 
 
Thank you for your support with the 2020 Poppy Appeal. This year, we 
celebrated those who help us, through a series of activities and a special 
remembrance assembly. Although we were only able to sell poppies 
this year, we raised £322.91, which has been donated to the Royal 
British Legion.  
 

 
Out and about with the Green Team 
 

Meet Mr Carney and Mrs Rogers – our ‘Green Team’! 
This is a very special time of year, when so many things are changing 
out in our school grounds. The leaves are changing colour and 
beginning to fall, frogs are hibernating around the wildlife 
pond, berries and acorns are ripening for the animals in the woods to 
store away for the winter and we are able to enjoy the harvest from 
our allotment and orchard.  
Our orchard was planted in 2008 and the trees were sponsored by 
parents and local businesses. We have a few different types of fruit 
trees, including pears, plum, cooking and eating apples. You can 
see a green tag on each tree to show who has sponsored it. The 
trees do not need much looking after, just a bit of pruning in the 
winter.  
This summer, we have had the best crop of fruit ever. Perhaps 
this was because we had a mild winter and a lot of hot sunny 
days over the summer. Whatever the reason, it has been great 
to see the children enjoying the apples at breaktime!  

 

 
 
 

https://charanga.com/site/


 

School Council – Pupil Voice  

 
 
Earlier this month, our school council interviewed the Green Team.  
Here is the interview: 

 
 

1) Our Vision 2023 is very important to us. What does it mean to 

you? 

We all have the same vision. We want to keep everyone in the school 
safe, happy and warm. We are here to make sure everything works and that 
everything looks the best it can be.  
 

2) What are the benefits of working on the green team? 

Seeing your smiley faces every day! We also love working as a team. Our role is to make sure 
school is safe for everyone and that makes us happy!  We also get to make the school look the 
best it can and this is a very rewarding job. We like working outside with the animals and growing 
things to help our environment and school. As the school gardener, I like teaching children how to 
grow things. I have worked here for 10 years and we have grown lots of wonderful plants and 
vegetables. Sometimes the vegetables are used in the kitchen for lunches. Over lockdown I grew 
plants for my local area. 
 

3) What is the worst part of your job?  

We still have to work outside in the winter and it can be very cold!  
 

4) What hours do you work? 

Mr Carney works full time, 5 days a week. Mrs Rogers works 2 days a week for 8 hours each day.  
 

5) How will you help to improve the school? 

We will continue to make the school a safe and happy place for all. We have a new gardening 
project too! We have had 600 bulbs from Holland arrive and we want to create a bright and 
colourful display. We are in the process of planting these and when they bloom we will have a 
wonderful flower display. We are very excited!  
 

6) How do you look after the environment?  

We recycle and reuse as much as we can. We recycle all our leaves to make our own compost. We 
grow potatoes and use these in the kitchen. We have lots of wild animals on our school grounds, 
such as deer, rabbits and parakeets. We also have our own chickens and any leftover food we feed 
to them. We grew sunflowers a few years ago and we feed the seeds to the birds.  
 

7) We love the chickens! What food do they eat?  

Oh, we love them too!! They eat a mixture of seeds, pellets and grass! They have corn as a special 
treat! They don’t like carrots or many fruits but they really like tomatoes!!  
 

 
We would like the thank the Green Team for taking the time to answer our questions.  

- School Council 
 

 
 
 



 

EYFS Update  
 
Nursery  
This Month in Nursery it’s been all about Autumn! The children have 
enjoyed exploring the Autumn themed tuff tray activities using ice blocks 
and hammers to investigate autumnal objects. We also went on a 
wonderful bear hunt around the ‘big’ school grounds, where we had the 
opportunity to observe the seasonal changes to our natural environment.  
This theme then followed on for distance learning topic for week one with 
The Gruffalo being the second week’s topic. We had many wonderful 
reports and photos sent in of their home-based learning. Well done! 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Nursery have also been exploring their artistic side by creating explosive 
fireworks pictures using paint and black card and colourful sparklers using 

tissue paper and straws.  
 
We also commemorated Remembrance Day by learning 
the art of weaving and created some amazing poppy 
creations using different black and red material.  
 
 
Finally, as part of our Wellbeing curriculum we have all been getting 
active in both mind and body with daily yoga sessions. The children can be seen 
here perfecting the tree pose. Namaste. 

 

 



 

 
Reception 
 
This month has been a busy one, we have learnt about why we 

commemorate Remembrance Day, we discussed that it is ‘Ok to 

be Different’, addressed anti bullying week with our odd socks 

and we have read the story The Gruffalo. We have also learned 

about Diwali as part of our Light and Dark topic. 

Remembrance Day-  
We started the day with a special story teaching us about who we can 

be thankful for. We then took a look at poppies and what they symbolise. We had 

lots of activities that we enjoyed such as making our own Poppy, drawing a poppy scene and 

making a whole class collage of finger prints. We were very proud of our children and their understanding 

of what makes people in our lives special to us. 

 

It’s OK to Be Different-  
We marked anti-bullying week by wearing our odd socks 
to school. Some of our socks were very imaginative and 
we loved sharing the different designs. As part of 
exploring that it is ok to be different we read the book 
of the same name. We took a hand print each and wrote 
the names or drew pictures of people who were special 
to us. The children were reminded that we are all 
special and unique. 

 
 
 
 

The Gruffalo–  
We read the story The Gruffalo which lots of the children already 
knew. We talked about what habitats the animals lived in and 
we went to explore the woods in school to see where each 
character may be living. We re-enacted the story using puppets 
and the children wrote descriptions of the Gruffalo’s features, 

the poisonous green wart 
seemed to be a favourite. We also 
had a go at using tracing paper to trace some of the 
characters, for some children this was a first. Outside we had great fun 
making Gruffalo Crumble and on the Friday we had a Gruffalo Hunt 
where we tried to find each of the characters and where they were 
hiding!  
 

Light and Dark –  
We have been using the coloured torches to explore light and dark. 

The children have enjoyed experimenting with light sources and colours. 
Included within this topic we have learnt about Diwali. We started off with a special 

whole school assembly led by Nahbi, a local Hari Krishna Holy man. He shared how Hindu’s 
celebrate Diwali and answered questions from the children about many aspects of the festival. We went 
back to class and we designed some Rangoli patterns on paper with coloured rice, drew some Henna 



 

designs and created beautiful splatter paint fireworks pictures. Our 
second week of the topic focuses on the wonderful story ‘Owl 
Babies’. The children have been creative with their owl designs and 
discussed the thoughts and feelings of the owlets in the story too.   
 
We are very grateful for your continued support at this difficult time. 
Our children have been incredible and we are so proud of their hard 
work and progress over the last month. We are looking forward to 
our next topic, Winter Wonderland, where we will exploring the 
Christmas story, writing to Santa and learning about the season of 
winter. If only it would snow too we could have our own winter 
wonderland! 

 

Treehouse Update  

 
In Treehouse we have had a very busy month learning about Remembrance Day and out topic of Light 
and Dark. As part of Light and Dark, we have learned about Diwali and have also been reading the 
Gruffalo – one of the absolute favourites in our class! 

 
Light and Dark 
We watched a video about the World’s biggest firework and talked 
about the different colours we could see. We also closed our eyes and 
listened to some of the noises from the firework display. We made 
bonfire and firework paintings using sponges, brushes and tooth 
brushes. We did a really good job explaining how we made the 
pictures to Mrs Fisher! We were very lucky to take part in a virtual 
assembly about Diwali. We listened to the story of Rama and Sita and 
went out on to the playground to make our very own Rangoli 
patterns. We all had a great time with the colourful chalk! 
 
 

The Gruffalo 
We went on a walk through the deep dark wood and tried to find the characters 
from the story. To help us, we played “Gruffalo Gruffalo” on the playground and 
practised making the noises and moving like the different animals. We loved 
pretending to be the Owl! We did some fantastic mark making; some of us traced 
words from the story and used our sounds to write some of the names. We also 
learnt some of the Makaton signs and sang along to the Gruffalo song. In Maths, 
we used twigs and leaves to make numbers up to ten.  



 

 

Remembrance Day 
We created a poppy wreath which is hanging in our classroom. After 
learning a little about Remembrance Day, we made our own poppies using 
red paint on sponges, a black thumb print middle and green leaves. We 
thoroughly enjoyed this activity and talking about why Remembrance Day is 
so special. 
 
Our next topic is Winter Wonderland – we can’t wait to read Snow Babies! 
 
 

 
Key Stage 1 Update 
 
Year 1 
 
Wow! What a busy November we have had. Inspired by Michael 
Rosen’s ‘We’re going on a bear hunt’, we have been hunting for all 
sorts of animals around the school grounds… even bears and lions! We 
travelled through jungles, snowstorms, a savanna and more, in search 
for some terrifying animals. We are so impressed with the quality of 
Year 1’s story writing, who knows what we may find in next week’s 
stories, when the children chose which animal they are hunting for?  
 
Celebrating difference week has been so much fun! There were some 
incredible odd socks worn to celebrate anti-bullying week. Who knew 
some socks had superhero- capes on them!? We have carried out 
some lovely activities based around feeling proud of what makes us 
unique and we couldn’t be prouder of the children’s mature attitude towards 
this topic. Well done year 1! 

 
 
In Maths, we are learning about 2d and 3d shapes. 
With so many shapes around us, we simply had to 
explore them. Can you believe we found 90 
different circles outside!? As our topic of ‘Roars 
Paws and Animal Claws’ comes to an end, we are 
preparing for our next exciting learning 
“Whatever the Weather”. Be prepared for more 
outdoor adventures! 
     



 

 
 

 
 

 
 
Year 2 
 
This November, we have started our topic ‘Up in 
Flames’, where the children are thoroughly enjoying 
learning about the Great Fire of London and Samuel 
Pepys. Linking to our topic, we have been writing 
our own recounts of our weekend and diary entries 
imagining that we are back in 1666! Year 2 
immersed themselves within a Great Fire of London 
experience to fully understand what it was like to 
support our writing. We have also looked at the 
past tense and feelings to make our writing even 
more exciting.  

 
 

 
 
 
In maths, we have been focusing on addition looking at our two-digit 
numbers with tens and ones and starting to move 
onto subtraction.  
 
We have also started to learn about 
how we log in and use the chrome 
books independently and using this 

to research about our topic. In Discovery, we 
have also been learning about the chronological events of the fire, 
discussing the fire equipment used and the reasons the fire spread so 
quickly.  



 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
As part of ‘Celebrating Differences Week’ the 
children enjoyed talking about what makes them 
unique and special linked to our book ‘Blue Penguin.’ They acted out scenarios linked to bullying and we 
discussed how to react and respond. 
 

Key Stage 2 Update 
 
Year 3 
Year 3 have been working really hard over the last few weeks and have 
continued to enjoy the new learning that they have been doing.  
 
English  
In English, the children have written some fantastic diary entries based on 
climbing Mount Everest, which links to our current topic of Earth, Wind 
and Fire. The children have also been building up to their next big write, 
focussing on the story ‘Escape from Pompeii’. All of the children have 
really enjoyed describing the eruption of Mount Vesuvius as well as 
retelling the story of Tranio and Livia escaping the disaster through acting 
and freeze frames.   
  
Maths 
In maths, we have been focusing on multiplication and division using practical resources, our outdoor 
environment and investigations to help develop our understanding of this topic. The children have been 
trying hard to learn their 3, 4 and 8 times table. We are really proud of everything that they have 
achieved so far this half term. 
 
Geography 
Throughout our Geography learning this term, the children have been 
looking at mountain ranges and volcanoes across the world. Linked to this 
learning, the children really enjoyed working together in teams to draw the 
7 continents of the world on our school playground.  
  
Celebrating Difference week  
During our Celebrating Difference and Anti Bullying week, Year 3 
completed lots of fun activities. We all really loved wearing our odd socks 
on Monday and we enjoyed discussing what makes us unique, as well as 
considering how this effects our school environment. Within this week, we 



 

also looked at the Hindu celebration of Diwalii. We had an assembly all about the 
story of Diwalii and then we were able to 

make lanterns linked to the 
festival of light 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
Year 4   

 
English 
In English this term, we really enjoyed writing a persuasive 
letter to Mrs Rackham discussing the pros and cons of 
school uniform- they were very convincing! We have also 
started to read, “The Lion, The Witch and The 
Wardrobe”, which we are using within our English 
lessons. We have all really enjoyed the start of this book 
and are looking forward to the rest of our writing! 
 
Maths 
Within maths, we have been doing lots of times tables  

practice to make sure we are really quick at recalling  
them. We have been working on multiplying and  

dividing through a variety of different practical ways. 
 
 
 

Discovery 
We have been absolutely 
amazed by the Discovery 
homework that we have 
received for our “Terrible 
Tudors” topic. Thank you for 
all your support with this at 
home! 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Celebrating Difference 
This half term, as a school, we took part in “Celebrating Difference Week”. We 
read through the story, “The Blue Penguin” and thought about how we would 
feel if we were made to feel different. Within our 
new class Wellbeing 
Journal, we wrote 
down how we could 
help someone in this 
situation. We also 
created medals for 

ourselves to recognise 
our own personal strengths 

and individual achievements. During 
the week, we had lots of class discussions about 
being unique and celebrating this in every single 
person.  
 
 
Spanish 
We have all really enjoyed taking on the challenge of learning a 
new language this term! Children across the year group have 
enjoyed learning greetings, numbers, the days of the weeks, 
colours and animals so far. 
 
 

 Year 5 
 
This month, we have been focusing on poetry in English, creating a 
class free-verse poem together. After reading about the Land of the 
Dead in our class text, Odysseus, we wrote lines reflecting the 
different perspectives of people there. Pupils used a range of 
descriptive techniques and imagery and we filmed performances of 
the poem to develop our speaking skills.  

In science, we covered our Earth and 
Space objectives and took our learning 
outside. Here are some examples of the 
constellations we created outside using 
natural resources. We also made 
‘constellation viewing tubes’ to show off 
our favourites!  
We have been using our multiplication 
facts to help us investigate numbers this 
November – we can identify multiples, 
factors, common factors, square, cube 
and prime numbers! 
 
 

As part of our wellbeing curriculum, we had ‘Celebrating Difference’ 
week. We read a story called ‘The Blue Penguin’ and thought about how we 

are all unique. We designed our own penguins, decorating them with descriptions of 
what makes us special. This was added to our first entry in our brand-new class wellbeing 

journals.  



 

 
We also took the time this month to 
think about remembrance. We 
remembered all those who have 
sacrificed and served for us with a 
particular thought about those key 
workers who have worked throughout 
the pandemic. We wrote the poem ‘We 
Remember’ by Laura Mucha and 
created charcoal landscapes to 
decorate our poems. 
 

 
 
Finally, we have begun our new discovery topic – Old School. This history topic is a thematic study of 
education through the ages, comparing what life was like for children, such as what school was like in the 
time of the ancient Greeks and during the Victorian era. We look forward to sharing our learning in next 
month’s newsletter! 
 

Year 6 
 
Celebrating Differences 
Using a video without a voice over, we discussed the types of differences and prejudices that exist in the 
world and how prejudices can spiral from something seemingly small to something much larger. The 
children thought about what made them individual and unique and provided advice for the characters in 
the video.  
 

Spanish 
We have started learning Spanish in year 6, beginning 
with greetings and basic conversational Spanish. We 
can now say hello, ask how someone is feeling and 
respond appropriately as well as introduce ourselves.  
 
 
Pie Corbett’s blogging bonanza 
The children have 
continued their work 

with the author and 
literary legend Pie Corbett 

through the interactive lessons that he has 
been providing. Their writing has grown from short sentences 

and phrases used in poems, to story openings and most recently, a non-
chronological report on dragons. Through this work, the children have 
picked up lots of tips and hints from Pie and have even had their work 
commented on live by Pie Corbett himself – what an honour! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Windrush 
 
This month we have started our Windrush topic, 
looking at the years beyond the war and life in the 
Caribbean. We have focused on Floella Benjamin’s 
book Coming to England and have looked at her 
personal experiences of growing up in Trinidad and 
adjusting to life in England as a young black 
woman. The children have been writing a 
biography on her life and amazing achievements 
in Britain.  
 
 
 

 
Artistic Achievements 
 
Sophie in Year 6 was inspired by Black History month and was keen to 
create a memorable piece of art at home. Having seen similar step by 
step art projects for Black Lives Matters online, she created a video to 
accompany her artwork, which is a combination of paint and stitching on 
canvas.  
Sophie demonstrated many of our Chipstead Valley Values whilst 
working on her idea. In all, the project took 6 hours to complete and 
we are sure you will agree it is a piece to be proud of! 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Vision 2023 
‘Our Shared Vision for the 
Future’ 
 
Over the past 12 weeks, our staff, 
children and governors, have worked to 
develop an updated and relevant vision 
for CVPS, reflecting the values, needs 
and aspirations of our school and 
community. We shared this via Scopay 
email last week, which we hope you 
enjoyed! 
 
We would really like to hear how you 
think we could improve the school and 
move towards our vision for the future. 
If you have any exciting ideas, please do add them to our list by clicking on the link, or putting your 
camera over the QR code, which will take you to the site. Why not make it a family activity? 
 
Click the Link to Share Your Ideas 

https://www.canva.com/design/DAEN8nHNsts/9rinrhbEyNku7ylQkO2bvw/view?utm_content=DAEN8nHNsts&utm_campaign=designshare&utm_medium=link&utm_source=sharebutton


 

 

Christmas Update 
 
Although Christmas is going to look a little different this year, we 
are determined to make sure we are able to celebrate, but as 
safely as we can. 
The staff will be decorating the school on the 30th, so that it looks 
festive for the children from 1st December.  
The PTFA have kindly paid for a virtual pantomime, which will be 
projected into classrooms during the final week – it has been 
personalized for our school and we are all very much looking forward to it.  
Class parties will be on the 17th December, in class bubbles and will remain within the classrooms. 
Carefully and safely planned games and quizzes will take place as a bit of fun for the children. Children 
will be able to come to school in their own/party clothes that day, instead of school uniform. 
Christmas lunch will be spread across two days, to ensure bubbles are not mixed and that there is 
cleaning time between sittings. Please see below for the date of your child’s year group. 
The last day of term will be Christmas jumper day. Children will be able to come into school wearing 
either a Christmas jumper or a jumper from home with a badge or bit of tinsel – whatever is easiest for 
you as a family, but please do not feel the need to go and buy a jumper during what is already a very 
expensive time of year. 
Christmas cards for children and staff can be brought into school between Monday 7th December and 
Wednesday 16th December. Children will need to put the cards in their class ‘postbox’ where they will be 
isolated for a few days, prior to distribution. 

 
Communication 
 
We would like to officially welcome two new members of staff, who have joined Chipstead Valley.  
Mrs Nash has joined the school office team and Miss Suri has joined our reception team, working with 
Miss Derrett and Squirrels class. We are very much looking forward to having them as part of our school 
community!  
Don’t forget to follow us on Twitter! @ChipsteadPri 

 
Upcoming Dates   

 
 

Mrs Rackham’s Book     
Quote of the month: 
 
 “The more he gave away, the more 
delighted he became.” 

 

                                   

 

 

Date Event Additional Information 
11th December Mufti Day 

 
PTFA donations via Scopay, if 

you feel you are able 

15th December Christmas 
Lunch 

Nursery, Year 1, Year 2 and 
Year 5 only. 

16th December Christmas 

Lunch 

Reception, Treehouse, Year 

3, Year 4 and Year 6 only. 

17th December Class parties Pupils may come to school in 

non-uniform/party clothes 

today 

18th December Christmas 

jumper day 

End of Term 

To be worn over school 

uniform, please 


