
Medium Term Planner – Blue Planet
Year 1 Autumn 1

English 
Phonics
Phonic sounds: ay, ou, ie, ea, oy, ir
Reading
Core texts: ’On Sudden Hill’ by  Linda Sarah & Benji Davis 
& ‘Stanley’s Stick’ by  John Hegley & Neal Layton. 
Writing
This term the children will focus mainly on 
writing  labels and captions. They will use pictures from 
the story as well as photographs of their own creations to 
generate the labels and captions. We will then encourage 
children to generate and use adjectives that they can use 
within simple sentences. Our focus will be sentence 
structure, capital letters, full stops and the use of 
exclamation and question marks. Our lessons will include 
junk modelling to create their own vehicle inspired from 
the story as well as exploring in the forest area to find 
their own special sticks to support role play. 

Maths:
Children will develop their understanding of numbers 
through a range of practical and engaging activities. 
They will learn to sort, count and represent objects, 
recognise and compare numbers, count forwards and 
backwards, and use mathematical language such as 
more, fewer, greater than and less than. The children 
will also explore part-whole relationships, number 
bonds within 10, and begin to use addition and 
subtraction through number sentences, fact families, 
number lines and problem-solving activities.

Science: Blue Planet
This term children will learn to:

• Identify the 4 seasons
• Describe the weather in different seasons
• Observe and describe changes in animals and plants 

through the seasons
• To identify suitable clothing and activities for each 

season
• To talk about how the world changes through the 

year.

Geography: Blue Planet
This term children will learn to:

• Identify and describe different weather types
• Name the 4 seasons and some of the changes that 

happen in each season
• Recognise weather and seasons in the United 

Kingdom
• Name and locate the 7 continents and 5 oceans

Art
This term year 1 will be exploring Claude Monet’s 
famous Water Lilies paintings which will be linked to their 
class topic ‘The Blue Planet’.
Year 1 children will learn about colour, texture, and 
reflection in nature.
Using a range of painting techniques, they will create 
their own beautiful water lily artworks, experimenting 
with soft brushstrokes and blending colours to capture 

the peaceful beauty of Monet’s garden scenes.

RE: Christianity
The children will think about the key question 'What do 
Christians believe about God?'
They will learn about the creation story, how Christians 
believe that God created the world and all that is in it 
and then think about how they can look after the 
world.

Computing:Computing systems and networks – 
Technology around us.
• To identify a computer and its main parts
• To use a mouse in different ways
• To use a keyboard to type on a computer
• To use the keyboard to edit text
• To create rules for using technology responsibly

PE
• Health and Fitness 
• Throwing and catching

Wellbeing: Feelings
This term children will learn:

• About the Zones of regulation and how to 
name feelings

• How to manage big feelings
• About their individuality, identifying their likes, 

dislikes and strengths
• About differences and similarities between us
• About belonging to families and special people
• About people who are special to us

Music:
Children will be exploring pulse and rhythm through fun 
songs, games, movement, and instruments. They will 
learn how to keep a steady beat by clapping, swaying, 
tapping, and playing along with music. The children will 
use their names and familiar word patterns to create 
and copy rhythms, developing their listening and 
performance skills. Through working together, they will 
practise following instructions, keeping in time with 
others, and building confidence as young musicians 
while exploring music linked to their favourite things.
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