
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Welcome Back. 

I hope that you and your family have had a good Summer and I’d like to take the opportunity to welcome you 

back to the new school year. School begins for the children (Y1-Y6) on Wednesday 5th September.  

Despite the fact that towards the end of the Summer holiday we’ve had some wet and chilly weather, we mustn’t 

forget that we were blessed with beautiful weather for much of the Summer term. The good weather certainly 

helped us to enjoy a number of events such as Sports Days, the Summer Fair, and the Summer Music Concert. I 

know that the children very much enjoy these events and I want to thank you for your marvellous support of such 

occasions.  

We also enjoyed the two productions presented by Year 2 (Eddie the Penguin Saves the World) and Year 6 (Mary 

Poppins). My thanks again to the staff involved but also to parents who supported with, among other things, the 

learning of lines and helping with costumes. These are events that I’m sure many of the children will remember 

for a long time to come.  

There were also several trips during the term which I know the children enjoyed, even if some of them involved 

sitting on a coach for some time on particularly warm days. 

So we look forward to the Autumn term and I hope the children are looking forward to the new school year, with 

more special events and lots of exciting learning! 

New Teachers 

We are delighted to welcome 

some new teachers to our team 

here at Chipstead Valley. Joining 

us this September are Rebecca 

Herrera (Nursery), Rabia Khan 

(Reception), Helen Tibbles (Y1), 

Lucy Derrett (Y2) and Samara 

Gray (Y3). They have all spent 

time in the school meeting 

children and colleagues and I’m 

sure you will join me in wishing 

them well as they begin the next 

stage of their careers with us.  

Exciting Developments 

As you would expect, there has been a lot of work carried out in the 

school during the Summer break, but I’d like to bring two 

developments in particular, to your attention.  

We have had an ‘Immersion Suite’ installed in the former ILA.  This is a 

unique room that allows us to create a fully immersive experience for 

our children. The walls and floor are interactive screens. The room will 

be used in a variety of ways throughout topics of study by all year 

groups in the school. It will help to hook children at the start of the 

topics and ignite learning in ways which are not currently possible. It 

will allow children access to places and information that they would not 

otherwise have been able to experience. The room will often be 

revisited throughout a topic of study to introduce near perspectives 

and insights.  

This project is being funded entirely by the PFTA to whom we are 

extremely grateful as this would not have been possible through our 

normal school funding. Thanks to all of you who are involved in the 

PTFA or have helped out at the various events throughout the year. 

Please look out for more detailed information, which will be sent out 

within the first couple of weeks back. It will also outline opportunity for 

you to come and experience the suite for yourself and see it in action! 

In addition, we have had an artificial grass running track installed to link 

up with the cycle track, to help us to further develop the running 

initiative which began last year. All schools receive an amount of 

money each year to promote physical education and sport in schools 

and it is this ‘Sports Premium’ funding, which has enabled us to do this.  

 

 

Year 6 SATs 

I am pleased to tell you that the 

provisional results for the end of 

KS2 are very positive again this 

year. 83% of the Y6 children 

achieved the expected standard in 

Reading, Writing and Maths 

Combined, which is an increase on 

last year’s figure of 80%. The 

national outcome for 2018 is 64%.  

Well done to all the children and 

staff involved.  
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Attendance 

Many of you will have received your child’s attendance 

percentage with the end of year report. Children’s 

attendance at school is important and they make better 

progress when their attendance is good. Where attendance 

is lower than 92 % that is a cause for concern and where it is 

lower than 90% it is considered nationally to be ‘persistent 

absence’ and will bring about the involvement of the 

Educational Welfare Officer.  

It is particularly important that all children are in school on 

the first day as lots of the routines and expectations will be 

set on that day and your children will be missing out on this 

if they are not in school. 

In the last school year, there were a number of requests for 

term time holidays. I would remind you that these requests 

cannot be authorised.  This will also be brought to the 

attention of the Educational Welfare Officer who will 

consider whether to issue a fine on behalf of the local 

authority. 

Could I please ask that you do not take holidays during 

school time other than in exceptional circumstances.  

 

Y6 to France 

Almost as soon as the Year 6 children 

come back to school they will be heading 

off on their residential visit to PGL. This 

year’s trip is a little different as we will be 

heading off to Normandy, France, leaving 

at 5am on Monday 10th September to 

catch an early ferry. The group returns on 

Friday 14th in the evening. We wish them 

a fabulous week and I’m sure they will 

have a great experience.  

School Meals 

Just a reminder that the cost of school 

meals is now £2.30 per day, and that 

children who are moving into Y3 are no 

longer eligible for ‘Universal Free School 

Meals’. Meals must be paid for in 

advance and we would ask that you 

ensure that your account is in credit at 

all times.  

 

  

New Responsibilities 

I would like to tell you about some members of staff who now have different or new responsibilities.  

For the last school year, Ruth Mighalls has been in the temporary position of Assistant Head Teacher. I am 

delighted to let you know that she has now been appointed permanently to the role. In addition to this, we 

now have four phase leaders in place:  

 

Early Years (Rec & Nursery)       Laura Broad 

KS1 (Year 1 & 2)                           Lara Westcott  

Lower KS2 (Years 3 & 4)             Becci O’Hare 

Upper KS2 (Years 5 & 6)             Rebecca Cherot 

  

The phase leaders have a particular responsibility for pastoral care and behaviour. As usual, if you have any 

concerns you should initially speak to your child’s class teacher, but the phase leaders will be available to 

provide you with additional support and help if necessary. A full list of staff responsibilities will be made 

available to you soon. 

 

 

Transition Meetings 
 
Thank you to those who attended the transition meetings for Y1 & Y3 before the summer break. Meetings for 
the remaining year groups are taking place at the following days.  
 
Year 6  - Thursday 6th September : 8.15am -8.45am   or  3.30pm -4pm 
Year 4   - Friday 7th September :       8.15am -8.45am   or  3.30pm -4pm 
Year 2 -  Monday 10th September : 8.15am-8.45am   or  3.30pm-4pm 
Year 5 – Wednesday 12th September : 8.15am. 
We are looking forward to seeing as many of you as possible at these meetings. 
The next formal parent consultations will take place during the week of the 20th November. 
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