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Appendix to Safeguarding and Child Protection Policy 2024-2025

Keeping Children Safe in Education - July 2025 (for information) version, was published at the end
of the summer term pending publication of final version which comes into force in September
2025. This has given no time for our DSLs to review the Safeguarding and Child Protection Policy
and have it agreed by governors/trustees by the start of the autumn term.

Our Safeguarding and Child Protection Policy will be updated in the autumn term. Until then, all
staff must be read this appendix in conjunction with the school’s Safeguarding and Child
Protection Policy (Sep 2024) and Part One of KCSIE. Leaders and governors must also read Part
Two of KCSIE as this details the expectations linked to managing safeguarding within the setting.

Keeping children safe in education 2025

We will publish KCSIE 2025 (final version) when it comes into force on
1September. We expect to include links to revised guidance on:

+ relationships, sex, and health education

* gender questioning children

There are technical only changes to KCSIE 2025 and future versions
will reflect the:

» progress into legislation of the Children’s Wellbeing and Schools
Bill

+ emerging further learnings from the work of the National Audit on
Group-based Child Sexual Exploitation and Abuse and subsequent
inquiries

« future work on tackling violence against women and girls

The main areas to note are:

1. Anupdated paragraph in Part Two of KCSIE to clarify misinformation, disinformation and
conspiracy theories as safeguarding harms.

2. New links, expectations and references made to Generative Al, filtering and monitoring.
Again, these are within Part Two of the document.

3. Online Safety (related to 1 and 2)

There will be lots for us to consider as Artificial Intelligence continues to evolve and online
safety becomes an increasingly vital aspect of our teaching, learning, and leadership. We will
need to think carefully about our Al strategy, review our guidelines and develop a policy that
reflects our practice and commitment to keeping children safe. We have reviewed our
wellbeing curriculum to ensure that it reflects the ever-increasing challenges that children
face online and teaches them how to keep themselves as safe as possible.


https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/686b94eefe1a249e937cbd2d/Keeping_children_safe_in_education_2025.pdf

1. Disinformation, misinformation and conspiracy theories

Disinformation, misinformation and conspiracy theories are online
safety risks for children

= They refer to the spread of false information or ‘fake news’ online

+ Children can be more at risk of taking this content at face value

« Advanced Al tools can be used to present the information as fact,
making it appear realistic, including the use of Al-generated images

and videos

+ As school staff we all have a role to play to ensure pupils are kept
safe online from this risk

+ |It's important that we find opportunities to discuss where pupils get
their information from, so they understand the risks

2. Filtering, monitoring and the use of Al

+ As a school, our filtering and monitoring procedures also apply to the use of
generative Al

+ We need to make sure pupils are using gen-Al safely, and should monitor any use of
Al in the classroom closely

+ It's important that any Al products pupils are using in school have the highest

standards of filtering possible
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Al-CSAM -Whatiis it?

The rapid evolution of Artificial Intelligence (Al) brings numerous benefits, but also poses
significant risks, particularly concerning the creation and sharing of child sexual abuse material
(CSAM), also referred to as AI-CSAM.

3. Online Safety

The breadth of issues classified within online safety is considerable and ever evolving, but can be
categorised into four areas of risk:

1. content: being exposed to illegal, inappropriate, or harmful content, for example:
pornography, racism, misogyny, self-harm, suicide, anti-Semitism, radicalisation,
extremism, misinformation, disinformation (including fake news) and conspiracy
theories.



2. contact: being subjected to harmful online interaction with other users; forexample: peer
to peer pressure, commercial advertising and adults posing as children or young adults
with the intention to groom or exploit them for sexual, criminal, financial or other
purposes.

3. conduct: online behaviour that increases the likelihood of, or causes, harm; for example,
making, sending and receiving explicit images (e.g. consensual and non-consensual
sharing of nudes and semi-nudes and/or pornography, sharing other explicit images and
online bullying.

4. commerce: risks such as online gambling, inappropriate advertising, phishing and or
financial scams.

(Taken from KCSIE)

A couple of updates about the Online Safety Act

Online Safety Act 2023

Key Requirement
Mandatory Age Verification on Pornographic Websites

From 25 July 2025, all pornographic websites accessible in the
UK must have effective age verification systems in place (such
as ID checks or facial age estimation).

Online Safety Act 2023

New Offences

Cyberflashing Encouraging serious self-harm

lllegal to send unsolicited sexual Offence to promote or encourage
images intended to alarm or distress. serious self-harm online, even if harm
doesn’t occur.

Epilepsy trolling

Criminal to send flashing images aiming

to trigger seizures or cause distress. Sharing intimate images
(including deepfakes)

Threatening communications Offence to share or threaten to share
Sending threats of serious harm, death, sexual images without consent,

or violence is a standalone offence. including Al-generated content.
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